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ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 

No. XXV. 



OCTOBER, 1840. 



WAR-DEGENERACY OF THE CHURCH. 

The church has always been right in regard to peace. — William Allen, D. D. 

NO. III. 

AMERICAN EXAMPLES. 

I have already given sufficient illustrations of the war- 
degeneracy of Christians in the Old World ; and I now proceed 
to quote some from those of our own country. 1 shall not 
resort to extreme cases, but take instances which may be 
justly regarded as fair specimens of the whole Christian com- 
munity. I have before me the discourses of two clergymen, 
both in such repute as to occupy some of the most important 
pulpits in Massachusetts, delivered, one in 1735, and the other 
in 1759 ; which together must be considered as a pretty correct 
index to the war-sentiments of American Christians during the 
last century. 

In 1735, Hull Abbot, pastor of the church in Charlestown, 
preached before " The Honorable Artillery Company " of 
Boston, a sermon full of the best arguments he could gather 
from the Bible, in favor of war as a custom and a trade ! 
Taking for his text, The Lord is a man of war, he describes 
minutely the character of God as a warrior, and then applies 
it as a justification and encouragement of war. He expatiates 
with much satisfaction on the character of Christ himself, the 
Prince of Peace, as "a man of war," and tells us how 
" Joshua beheld him at Jericho with a sword drawn in his 
hand ; " how " Isaiah beheld him, with his prophetic eye, in his 
triumphant return from victory over his enemies ; " how " John, 
the beloved disciple, in his visions of him, saw a two-edged 
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sword proceeding out of his mouth, and the armies following 
after him." 

This reverend apologist for war gives a most elaborate 
vindication of the custom from the martial character of Jehovah. 
" The Lord is eminently a man of war, as he is the chief and 
absolute monarch and commander of all the creatures which 
he has made ; — as he instructs the people in the art and mys- 
tery of war, and endows them with martial skill and valor; — 
as he disposes men's hearts to engage in war and battles ; — as 
he musters the forces together, and leads them as their general 
into the field of battle. God Almighty comes himself as the 
generalissimo into the field with his people. He not only 
musters the host, but leads them forth, and sets them in battle 
array." 

Then follows a string of inferences in the olden style. 
" Hence we see the lawfulness of War, and the military art. 
The Lord is a man of war ; and so may and should his people 
be. In some cases it is both lawful and a duty to take up 
arms, and go forth to war ; and it is necessary for men to study 
the military art, and to acquire a martial genius and spirit, 
that they may either turn the battle to the gate, and raise the 
siege, or invade a foreign enemy, and courageously encamp 
against them. It is lawful to take up arms in defence of our 
lives and estates, to guard our civil and religious liberties, and 
to take just revenge on those that have cruelly slain our neigh- 
bors, and carried into captivity our friends." 

But the climax is yet to come ; for the preacher concludes 
with exhorting his hearers " to excel in all the parts of the 
military art — that you may all to a man, from the highest field- 
officer to the lowest private sentinel, know your posts, and be 
expert and well-disciplined soldiers ; that you may understand 
the words of command, and gracefully manage the exercise of 
your arms, guns and swords ; that you may readily form your 
various figures, and perform exactly the numerous wheelings, 
facings, doublings, counter-marches, &c, which a word of 
command, or a signal may require of you ; that you may know 
how to encamp and entrench, how to lay sieges, and to raise 
them ; that you may understand the stratagems of war, when 
to take advantages of the enemy, how to fight them with their 
own weapons, and this either in a line of battle, or in lighter 
skirmishes and engagements." 

" Wherefore make use of all the means requisite to this end ; 
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not only get the theory of the art into your minds, but be 
exact in the practice and application of it. ' Give thyself to 
these things, that thy profiting may appear to all.' Constantly 
attend your duly on the days of your muster, and admit only 
such into your company as have both a genius and a desire to be 
expert in the several parts of military discipline. To further 
this design yet more, when the anniversaries arrive for the 
election of your officers, make choice of such persons as are 
remarkable for their skill in arms and battles, and will endeavor 
to diffuse their knowledge and martial spirit into the whole 
company, and will stand ready, if there be an alarm of war, to 
lead you forth with wisdom, valor and order, not only to defend 
yourselves, and the cities of your God, but also to offend and 
vanquish your enemies." 

Before the troops of New England went forth in the French 
war to the invasion of Canada in 1759, a fast was appointed 
to implore the smiles of Heaven upon the expedition, and 
Thaddeus Maccarty, pastor of the church in Worcester, 
preached a sermon appropriate to the occasion, and full enough 
of war-sentiments. He cites " the illustrious king of Prussia," 
a man of reckless ambition, and one of the chief blood-suckers 
of Christendom in his day, as a pattern for the Christian 
warrior. He represents " the religious general as having his 
eye principally to God whose is the battle," and proposes "the 
example of Joab's courage and piety for their imitation." 

Our author insists on " the lawfulness and necessity of taking 
up arms, sometimes at least ; " nor does he stop to make very 
nice distinctions between offensive and defensive wars. "In 
order to frustrate the designs of enemies, and prevent their doing 
mischief, it is sometimes absolutely necessary," — as in the case 
then before him, of invading Canada ! — " that forces and armies 
be raised to march forth against them, to harass and perplex 
them, to curb and restrain them, and so to prevent them from 
performing their designed enterprises. Are not the men who 
are plotting and contriving the ruin of a country to be restrained? 
And in order to this, ought not forces and armies to march out 
against them, and invade their territories, and, if not to put 
them to the sword, yet to wrest the sword out of their hands, 
that so they may be obliged to act a different part from what 
they have done, and to reduce them to reason, or totally de- 
stroy them 1 " 

The preacher tells his hearers, that " they must be men of 
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courage and fortitude if they would be good soldiers ; and, in 
order to this, they must be men of religion. What a token 
for good would it be, if this were generally the case with them? 
Many great and notable exploits have, no doubt, been done, 
where armies had little or nothing of religion among them ; 
but this is no argument why armies should not be religious, and 
that religion is not the proper foundation of courage ; " a point 
argued at some length. 

" If soldiers would ' quit themselves like men,' they must 
' stand fast in the faith.' In this case they will not be under a 
slavish fear of their enemies, when they enter the lists with 
them on the field, or when they attack their forts or cities. If 
soldiers are men of religion, they will be men of prayer ; nor 
will they forget to pray when they go to fight, and are actually 
come to the charge. They can wrestle with God at the same 
time that ihey are combating with men. They can shoot up 
their prayers to God in the heavens, while they are discharging 
their shot upon the enemy in the field. They know that 
fervent, believing prayer can do greater execution than guns or 
swords. This engages the presence of God with them ; and 
if the Lord is on their side, they need not fear the faces of 
their enemies. The Lord is with them in the day of battle, 
while they are with him religiously acknowledging him. He 
is'with them to guide them into those measures that are most 
suitable to annoy the enemy, to teach their hands to war, and 
direct every shot they send. How must this animate their 
spirits, and make them bold as lions ? They stand in no need 
of drums and trumpets to flush their spirits, and urge them on 
to the fight. As much as religion is out of fashion in armies, 
yet it is capable of the strongest proof, that it is the proper 
basis of true fortitude ; that it makes the best soldiers, the 
most valiant heroes (.') If soldiers were men of religion (!!) 
what mighty achievements would be performed ? — Religion 
most certainly makes the best soldiers ; and when religion is the 
spring that sets all a going, then they become heroes, and are 
likely to do valiant exploits." 

The preacher, feeling "himself called upon to encourage 
that important enterprise" of driving the French out of Canada, 
proceeds to urge motives, and says " the soldiers should be 
courageous and active from a regard to God. Every one 
should be greatly concerned for the glory and honor of his 
great name. If enemies overrun cities and countries where 
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God has been in some measure glorified in the way of his holy 
institutions and appointments, ought not those who have the 
sword put into their hands, to wield it vigorously and dexter- 
ously to destroy them, if they cannot restrain them ? Ought not 
the honor and glory of God to be such a dear and sacred point 
with all who go forth against enemies, as to animate them, and 
put them upon exerting themselves to the utmost, that they 
may be subdued ? " 

The preacher exhorts that " every one be concerned to have 
the fear of God in his heart. It is incumbent on every one of 
us here present to believe on his Son, as we would be happy 
here and hereafter ; but how is this incumbent on those who 
go forth to war, that so God may go along with them to pre- 
serve and protect them, or, if they fall in battle, that they may 
indeed die on the bed of honor, and that from the world militant 
their spirits may wing away to the world triumphant ? " 

These extracts will speak for themselves, and every reader 
can make his own comments on their glaring incongruity with 
a religion of universal peace and love. So great has been the 
change in public opinion on this subject, that few, if any 
preachers of the gospel in our country would now wish or 
dare to utter such sentiments. 1 should deem it a libel on the 
piety of the age, if not an insult upon its common sense, 
seriously to ask if such views are consistent with the gospel, 
and destined to prevail in that golden era when swords shall 
be beaten into ploughshares, and all nations shall cease even 
from learning the art of war any more. 

RECENT ILLUSTRATIONS. 

It is with unfeigned regret and grief that we witness the 
degeneracy of the church of Christ on the subject of peace. 
We take no pleasure in the proof of such degeneracy ; we look 
upon it with unrningled sorrow and shame ; but, when we 
observe the general impression that Christians need little or 
no change in their views and habits relative to the custom of 
war, and find our efforts so frequently met with rebuke, or scorn, 
or apathy, even from good men, on the supposition that our 
enterprise is well nigh superfluous, we are constrained to show 
the necessity of reform even among Christians themselves. 

General Facts. — The sons of pious parents are often found 
in the camp or the fleet; and it is quite common in England, 
and all over Europe, for Christians to educate one son for the 

VOL. III. NO. IX. 17* 



198 War-Degeneracy of the Church. [Oct. 

church, and another for the array or navy. Each service is 
regarded as equally lawful to the Christian, hut the latter by 
far the most honorable. We know a deacon in one of our 
churches who has put his son on board a man-of-war, with the 
prospect of his devoting his life to the trade of human butchery, 
when he might and should have known that the business, aside 
from its glaring contrariety to the gospel, would be almost sure 
to ruin him for two worlds. Our agents, when alluding in 
their lectures to such points as this, have not unfrequently 
elicited the fact, that certain clergymen in the neighborhood, 
perhaps in the audience, had sons at West Point, or in the 
navy. Such things are not uncommon, and prove the deep 
and wide-spread degeneracy of the church. 

Military Requisitions in Prussia. — The government of 
Prussia requires its subjects, with a few exceptions for pur- 
poses of public necessity or utility, to serve three years in the 
army before they can be permitted to marry, or enter upon any 
lawful business. The whole community are thus dragooned 
into the war-system, and drugged with its spirit ; nor can we 
learn that Christians there have in any way breathed the 
slightest whisper of remonstrance against such a practice as 
inconsistent with their Christianity. They obviously lend it 
their sanction and support ; and thus have they become virtual 
endorsers for the whole war-system. 

War- Sentiments of Ministers in Germany. — A distinguished 
professor in one of our theological seminaries, who had travelled 
and resided in Germany, informed us that the most eminent 
ministers and theological professors there, as well as the great 
body of Christians, look upon the war-system as an ordinance 
of Heaven, to be countenanced and upheld as much as civil 
government. This we take to be the common sentiment of 
Christians through the world ; and the fact proves the extent 
and depth of their degeneracy. 

Ministers in England advocates of the. Opium War. — 
Our readers know well the atrocious character of this war, as 
clear an outrage on law, and right, and decency as was ever 
attempted ; and yet there are in Great Britain ministers of the 
Prince of Peace, preachers of that gospel which bids us love 
our enemies, overcome evil with good, and do unto others as 
we would have them do to us, who insist on the propriety, 
the necessity and duty of England to wage this abominable 
war against China. We trust they will be found in a lean 
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minority ; but whole Christian communities have sanctioned 
wars equally unjustifiable, and probably this would fifty years 
ago have passed with scarce a rebuke from the Christian world. 
Not a few professed Christians and Christian ministers in 
certain sections of our own country, went strongly for the Texan 
war, the Canadian war, and the proposal of a war in the last 
resort for the settlement of our north-eastern boundary. 

Removal of Napoleon's Remains to France. — All our 
readers have learned with what a burst of wild enthusiasm the 
proposal was hailed by the French, for removing the ashes of 
this prince of wholesale murderers from Helena to the land he 
had immortalized by his gigantic crimes. The man that had 
sacrificed on the shrine of his mad ambition three millions of 
her children, and drenched a continent in tears and blood, they 
are now eager to honor with the costliest monuments that 
modern art can raise ; nor do we hear from the Christians in 
France, or even from the mass of them in any other country, 
a single remonstrance against the project as unchristian or 
unwise. 

Completion of the Bunker Hill Monument. — The delay 
of this work for nearly twenty years, and the notorious failure 
of al! the efforts made by our first men to secure the means 
for its completion, have formed a pretty unequivocal commen- 
tary on the progress of pacific sentiments among the people. 
It has been an eye-sore to the men whose character was so 
proudly committed to the project ; and we confess our surprise 
that, with so great an amount of wealth at their command, 
they should have allowed it to remain so long a by-word and 
a reproach to the waning spirit of war. But, after the failure 
of we know not how many schemes, they at length appealed 
to the women ; and this proposal of a Grand Fair for the com- 
pletion of a monument designed to commemorate a scene of 
mutual butchery between nominal Christians, was encouraged 
and applauded by Christian editors, by members of our church- 
es, and preachers of the gospel of peace. We have listened 
in vain to catch a single echo of remonstrance from the Chris- 
tian community ; we have found notices of invitation to work 
for the Fair posted in some of our churches ; and on the com- 
mittee of ladies appointed, or volunteering, to superintend its 
arrangements, we find the name of the wife of an evangelical 
clergyman, and the names, if we are not mistaken, of several 
church-members. The whole project of the monument is 
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part and parcel of the war-system ; and here we find the 
church, by her members and her ministers, lending an express 
or implicit sanction to that system of blood, revenge and 
crime. 

A Battle between Pagans and Missionaries. — The papers 
recently gave a revolting account of a conflict between several 
missionaries in Africa, and a party of natives. The latter, 
probably in consequence of provocations from the colonists in 
Liberia, made a fierce attack upon Heddington ; and Rev. G. 
S. Brown, one of the missionaries, tells us, apparently with 
great zest and glee, how he and his brethren "stood their 
ground, and cut them down like mowers cutting grass ;" how 
they " poured down upon them a stream of lead with muskets 
which we knew would go at every snap ; " how they " stood 
side by side, with two muskets apiece, throwing buckshot into 
their bowels, hearts and brains, like a tornado ; " how when 
the assailants turned and dragged off their fallen leader, 
Harris and Demery were "peppering their hams with 
buckshot ; " how they " fired into the groups as they were 
gathering up their dead to tote off;" how, as they went over 
the battle-ground, " there was blood and brains in every direc- 
tion ; the path was one complete gore, it stood in puddles ; 
and we picked up their fingers by the way-side." 

Here is the war-spirit rife enough ; and yet this bloody af- 
fair, as an exemplification of the war-principle, has called 
forth scarce a rebuke from the press. Some disapprove the 
coarse, almost brutal manner in which Brown tells the story, 
yet aver that few would have acted differently in the same 
circumstances. This we presume to be the common senti- 
ment of even the Christian community ; and if it is, does it 
not prove their deep degeneracy from the spirit and principles 
of the Sermon on the Mount, and the urgent need of reform 
in this respect? 

Making Weapons of War. — Is it right for a Christian to 
employ his capital in making swords, bayonets, pistols, and 
other instruments of war ? He that coins and passes bad mon- 
ey, only cheats, without destroying his fellow-men, yet is pun- 
ished by law. None of the Essenes, a sect of the third cen- 
tury, would make instruments of war. Tubal-Cain is said to 
have been the first sword-maker ; an employment that doubtless 
contributed largely to those troubles whereby ' the earth was 
filled with v olence.' 



